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	Foreword

	Hariom! Salutations!!

	I am deeply humbled for being asked to write the foreword for this promising release - RSS an Open Book, Less Known Dimensions - by one of India’s forerunners in dedicated and selfless nationalistic service.

	In an era, void of any sort of transparency, wherein our blossoming new generation is kept blissfully unaware of relevant facts that have gone on to making India what it is today, an eye opener such as this would contribute hugely in bringing especially our youth to decisively support what stands as Truth and discern accordingly what is right and what is wrong.

	Single pointedly committed to the cause of Indian and Hindu Renaissance, my Guru Swami Chinmayananda, included two lines in our Chinmaya Mission Pledge which pretty much describe in what attitude of sacrifice and service each and every RSS Sangh worker has contributed to resurrecting India from its fast-plummeting status of slavery to its present and ever-rising persona of absolute glory. The lines of the pledge being, “we believe that the service of the country is the service of the Lord of Lords, and devotion to the people is devotion to the Supreme Self.” Swamiji referred to these relentless workers as “white clothed sanyasis”, whose unspoken but fully acted upon motto forever remains, “India first!”

	My personal admiration for this lofty organisation stems from what I have keenly observed over several decades. Whenever wherever disaster strikes in our country, be it drought, famine, tsunami, riots - RSS workers would be the first to arrive at these rummaged sites to start cleaning up the mess even before government or police officials could set foot there.

	What particularly comes to my mind at this point is when in the not-so- distant past a devastating tsunami hit Nagapatnam, it was RSS workers that rushed there not only to rescue the injured, but their biggest help was in retrieving rotting dead bodies from under impossible rubbles and offering them proper ritualistic last rites. Without this noble act of theirs, not only would a frightening epidemic grip Tamil Nadu in the days to come - but the unfortunate and untimely passing of innocent victims and their bereaved families would receive no closure.

	I have worked closely with RSS for some time now and in my reflections, it amazes me of how people with the noblest of ideals and purest of intentions seem to be born into or gravitate towards it to offer in service every last ounce of their selves. If you look at the legacies of brilliant personalities, be it the President, the Prime Minister, Central Ministers, State Ministers and even key Think Tanks in India all hail from the RSS background.

	It was an honour and great privilege when RSS Sangh leaders picked our Chinmaya Tarangini Ashram in Chennai last year as a venue for their annual meet. I look forward to nurturing a deep association with them for many years to come.

	RSS has persisted, survived, thrived and succeeded against all odds, unforgiving criticism and unwarranted bans right through their unwavering pursuit of restoring India back to it’s original state of fame and fortune. I can blatantly declare, had it not been for the RSS Sangh Parivar - India would not be where it is today!

	It is time for the world to know what RSS is all about and what the greatest minds and highest achievers of our Nation think about it. This book is a beautiful compilation of irrefutable verdicts that fully validate the contribution of this great organisation towards the brick by brick building of our Country. I wish it’s release and consequent readership every success. May it positively transform minds and intellects and thereby on the whole our Nation.

	Warm regards,

	Swami Mitrananda (Chinmaya Mission - Chennai)

	Director, National projects – All India Chinmaya Yuva Kendra

	

	Kanchi Paramacharya and RSS
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	(The following is the gist of the message given to the members of the RSS at the rally organized by the Sangh to pay their homage to his Holiness, at the Sanskrit College, Mylapore on February 23, 1959)

	Each country or Rashtra has its distinctive culture, which is rooted in its religious traditions. There are, both in the East and in the West, head of religious institutions who are the custodians of the country’s culture and traditions. For example, His Holiness the Pope is the custodian of Catholic traditions. The Caliphate was the institution which symbolized the Islamic traditions. So far as South India is concerned, there are found main schools of Hindu religious thought, and there are also four main Mutts to represent these denominations. I regard this evening’s function as a homage paid not only to myself but all the heads of Mutts upholding Hindu dharma and culture.

	The Rashtreeya Swayamsevak Sangh is an organisation owing no allegiance to any political party but dedicated to service. They render real service. You should uphold truth and dharma, on the one hand, and eschew fear, on the other. Fearlessness does not imply violence or himsa. The tradition of true fearlessness is found embodied in Anjaneya, Samartha Ramdas (regarded as an incarnation of Anjaneya), and Shivaji. It is a virtue born out of physical prowess, wedded to Ahimsa, which enables one to rush to the succor of the weak and the oppressed, unmindful of personal consequences. This is signified by the expres- sion Kshatra Dharma (kshataat kila traayate iti kshatram). The quality of a kshatriya is rescuing the oppressed.

	But unfortunately, we have developed the trait of fearing the bully and oppressing the meek. This is the sign of fear complex. This weak- ness of the people is found reflected in the Government also. If this weakness is to go, and if we are to hold our heads erect and walk as fearless citizens of a free country, we must once again develop Kshatra Dharma. This implies the development of individual strength, disciplined unity, and will to resist evil and oppression. We should bear in mind the maxim paropakaaraarthamidam sareeram. The human body should be developed to protect and help others. Our strength is not be utilized to oppress others - to do himsa. Our aim should be the welfare of all - Loka kshemam. If the individuals in society rise to such high moral stature, the government of the country will also rise to a similar stature.

	You, the members of the RSS must make use of your organizational unity to develop physical and moral strength, and to lead a pure life based on the eternal dharma of the land, as expounded by Hindu religion. Let each member try to convert at least one other person to his point of view. In that way, let the message of the Sangh spread throughout the land. Let your dedicated service lead to the prosperity of the country and to purity in administration.

	

	Swami Chidbhavananda on RSS

	Extracts from the speech of Swami Chidbhavananda in the public function held as a part of the Annual Training camp held at Thiruvedagam in 1980.
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	Dear youngsters...

	You all are blessed people. Before the Lankan invasion, Hanuman was unaware of his strength. When he was reminded of it, he found his strength to find Sita devi not only from Lanka but from any part of the world. Like Krishna told Arjuna, we should come over our cowardness and rise with great strength to achieve big things. In this entire universe, ours is the most gifted country. Being the children of this country, you all should have physical, mental strength and high spirituality. All you brave people should do great things. We all should practice and follow unity in physique and ideologies. If these unite, we can achieve great things. When we join small coconut husks, we can make a big rope that ties even an elephant. Like that, when we all unite, we can achieve the biggest.

	What is bravery? Once a group of monkeys were chasing Swami Vivekananda. He stopped for a while and looked back. The monkeys ran away. Like that we should stand united against adharma. That paves way for dharma! That brings us strength!

	In the past one month, we ourselves don’t know how much mental strength we have developed inside. God Hanuman forgot his strength. When he was reminded of it, he utilised it in the perfect manner. We the children of Bharata matha should follow the practice of worshipping our parents.

	We all should utilise this practice and work for the society atleast two days a week. Forget the benefits and discharge your duty. You will receive the benefits of your service eventually. Develop good quality and work for the upliftment of the country.

	The almighty will shower all of us with all his blessings.

	Swami Chidbhavananda also answered the queries raised in the training camp.

	1. What is your opinion about the activities of the Sangh?

	We acknowledge the sangh as they follow the principles of Swami Vivekananda. Accordingly, to Swami Vivekananda, strength is life. Weakness is mortal. The Sangh fulfills the dreams of Swami Vivekananda. They train physique, mind and knowledge and create ‘humans’ (man making mission). So we gave accommodation in Thirupparaithurai earlier and now also. We are ready to help RSS at any point.

	2. As political parties propogate against RSS as we unite hindus, many people are afraid to move free with us. How can we eradicate this fear?

	For those who fear, those who does not fear should stand as example. There is nothing here to get afraid of. RSS works for the wellbeing of the country only and nothing harm is there. Main reason of fear is ignorance. You should explain how RSS has changed your lifestyle. This should not only be in words but also in action. When you exhibit your lifestyle, people will get attracted and join to lead such life. This is your duty for the nation. Your social service will show your lifestyle to others. Contra arguments will disappear like a dew in front of the sun. Your service will and should stand as an example for others. All the hardships comes only for you to exhibit your service. Work with courage without any fear. Goodness will never hurt. All the evidenceless defamation will be destroyed one day.

	

	Swami Chinmayananda on RSS
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	In 1964, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad came into existence because of the deep foresight of Sri Guruji Golwarkar (2nd Chief of RSS) and the in- spiration and support received from Swami Chinmayananda. In one of the meetings of the Central Chinmaya Mission Trust board meeting held in the famous Trippunithura Palace at Ernakulam, sometime before the VHP organized its first massive conference of the Parishad at Prayag on the occasion of Kumbh Mela in 1966, someone in the meeting raised a question why the entire work of organizing the VHP conference was left to RSS when many other institutions including the Chinmaya Mission were involved in it. Swami Chinmayananda shot a straightforward a spontaneous re- ply: “Because, the Swayamsevaks are under the direct guidance of Sri Guruji. What ten of our mission members could do in ten hours, a Swayamsevak of the Sangh could do it in one hour. The Swayamsevaks are well trained, disciplined, organized and they know the technique of organizing such a mammoth gathering. Why don’t you leave it to them? We have other roles to play.” Such was the confidence of the Swamiji in Sri Guruji’s command and leadership.

	

	Meeting of Mahatma Gandhi and Doctor Hedgewar
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	A memorable event in the year 1934 was the visit of Mahatma Gandhi to the Wardha District Camp of the Sangh and the meeting ‘between Gandhiji and Doctorji.’ Gandhiji was then camping at the Sevagram Ashram near Wardha. The Sangh camp was right opposite that house. Near about 1,500 Swayamsevaks of Wardha district were camping. Gandhiji had seen the preparations for setting up the camp. He also observed the camp activities from his residence and felt like seeing the camp from close quarters. He spoke to Mahadev Desai who in turn wrote to Appaji Joshi. Appaji immediately went and met Gandhiji and invited him: “Please do come whenever it is convenient for you. You will be most welcome.” That was the day of silence for Gandhiji. He wrote on a slip of paper: “I shall come at 6 tomorrow morning and shall spend an hour and a half there.”

	The next day, i.e. on 25th December 1934, Gandhiji arrived at the Sangh camp punctually at 6 a.m. All the Swayamsevaks offered their pranam to him. Gandhiji was accompanied by Mahadev Desai, Mirabehn and a few others. After seeing the camp in its impressive get- up, Gandhiji patted Appaji on his back and said: “I am really delighted. I have not witnessed such a sight anywhere in the country before.” He then inspected the kitchen. Food was prepared and served to over 1,500 people without the least fuss or confusion; the cost to each Swayamsevak came to just one rupee and a certain quantity of grain, and all the expenses of the camp were met by this; the Swayamsevaks themselves made up the shortfalls, if any. All this information astonished Gandhiji.

	He later visited the sick ward and the tents of the Swayamsevaks. He saw people of all castes and classes harmoniously engaged in work without any reservations. In order to confirm his observation, he interrogated the Swayamsevaks themselves. Their response was uniform: “There are no differences like Brahmin, Maratha, Asprishyas, etc., in the Sangh. We are in fact not even aware of what castes many of our Swayamsevak brethren belong to; nor are we interested in knowing it. It is enough for us that we are all Hindus.”

	Gandhiji asked Appaji, “It appears almost impossible to ward off the evil of untouchability from our society. How has this phenomenon been made possible in the Sangh?” Appaji replied, “Feelings of high and low, touchability and untouchability can be abolished only by emphasizing the inherent oneness of all Hindus. Then only will the spirit of fraternity be reflected in their sincere behaviour, and not merely in words. The credit for this achievement goes to Dr. Keshavrao Hedgewar.”

	By then it was time for the general assembly. The bugle was sounded. All the Swayamsevaks stood to attention. Flag was hoisted. In accordance with the Sangh custom, Gandhiji also joined Appaji in offering pranam to the Bhagawa Flag. Gandhiji then visited the stores. Provisions and various requisites had been neatly arranged. There was a decorated portrait prominently displayed. Mahatmaji looked at it intently and enquired, “Whose portrait is this?” “That portrait is of Dr. Hedgewar,” replied Appaji. “Is that the same Dr. Keshavrao Hedgewar you mentioned when we were talking about untouchability? How is he connected with the Sangh?” “He is the Chief of the Sangh. We call him the Sarsanghach 5lak. All the activities of the Sangh are carried on under his guidance. It is he who has started the Sangh.”

	“Will it be possible to meet Dr. Hedgewar? If possible, I want to hear about the Sangh from him directly.” “He is due to visit the camp tomorrow. If you desire, we shall bring him to you.” Gandhiji then returned to his Ashram.

	Next morning, Doctorji arrived at the camp. That evening the valedictory function was held under the presidentship of Bhopatkar of Pune. Afterwards, at Gandhiji’s invitation, Doctorji went to meet him, ac- companied by Appaji Joshi and Bhopatkar. The discussion between Doctorji and Gandhiji extended for over an hour. The general trend of discussion was as follows.

	After preliminary exchange of courtesies, Gandhiji turned to a point uppermost in his mind: “Doctorji, your organization is admirable. I am aware of the fact that you were for many years a Congress worker. That being so, why did you not build such a volunteer cadre under the aegis of a popular organization like the Congress itself? Why did you float a separate organization?”

	“It is true that I worked in the Congress. I was also the Secretary of the Swayamsevak Dal at the time of the 1920 session of the Congress, when my friend Dr. Paranjpe was the Dal President. Subsequently the two of us tried to build such a volunteer cadre inside the Congress. But our efforts were not successful. Hence this independent venture” - replied Doctorji.

	“Why did your attempt fail? Was it for want of financial assistance?”

	“No, no! There was no dearth of funds. Money can be a great help, no doubt. But money alone cannot accomplish everything. The problem that faced us was not one of money but of attitudes.”

	“Is it your opinion that noble-hearted people were not there in the Congress, or that they are not there now?”

	“That isn’t what I meant. There are many well-meaning people in the Congress. What is at issue is certain basic attitudes. The Congress has been formed primarily with a view to achieving a political end. Its programmes have also been drawn up accordingly, and it needs volunteers to arrange for these programmes. The Congress leaders are therefore used to looking upon volunteers as unpaid servants who arrange chairs and benches during meetings and conferences. The Congress does not seem to believe that the problems of the nation can effectively be solved only when there is a large and disciplined body of dedicated Swayamsevaks who are eager to serve the country of their own ac- cord and without waiting for inspiration from elsewhere.”

	“What exactly is your conception of a Swayamsevak?”

	“A Swayamsevak is one who would lovingly lay down his life for the all-round upliftment of the nation. To create and mould such Swayamsevaks is the aim of the Sangh. There is no distinction between a ‘Swayamsevak’ and a ‘leader’ in Sangh. All of us are Swayamsevaks and are therefore equal. We love and respect everybody equally. We give no room for any differences in status. This is in fact the secret of the remarkable growth of the Sangh in such a short period without any outside help, money or publicity.”

	“I am indeed very glad. The country will certainly be benefited by the success of your efforts. I have heard of the vast following the Sangh has acquired in the Wardha district… How do you meet the expenses of such a huge organization?”

	“The Swayamsevaks themselves bear the burden, each offering his mite as Gurudakshina.”

	“It looks as if your entire time is consumed by this work. How do you carry on your medical profession?”

	“I have not taken to medicine as a profession.” “How then are you supporting your family?” “I am not married.”

	Gandhiji was evidently taken by surprise. In the same surprised tone he said, “I see - you are not married! Very good. That explains the remarkable degree of success you have achieved in such a short duration!”

	At the end, Doctorji said, “I have probably taken too much of your time. I have no doubt that, with your blessings, our efforts will succeed. Permit us to take your leave now.”

	Gandhiji came up to the door to bid farewell, and said, “Doctorji, with your character and sincerity, there is no doubt you will succeed.” Doctorji offered his pranam to Gandhiji and returned to the camp.

	Gandhiji’s visit to the R.S.S. camp left such a lasting impression on his mind that on 16th September 1947, just a few months before his unfortunate tragic death, Gandhiji while addressing a rally of the R.S.S. workers held in the Bhangi colony, Delhi, where he was staying those days, remembered that camp vividly. This speech was widely reported in the media. The Hindu, the English daily published from Madras, reported Gandhijis speech in these words,

	“Bapu recalled how many years ago when the founder of the Sangh Hedgewar was alive Seth Jamnalal Bajaj had taken me to see a camp held by the organisation in Wardha. I was impressed by the discipline, complete absence of untouchability and rigorous simplicity which I saw there.” He added. “The Sangh has since grown. I am convinced that any organisation which is inspired by the ideal of service and self-sacrifice is bound to grow in strength. But, in order to be truly useful, self-sacrifice has to be combined with purity of motive and true knowledge. Sacrifice without these two aspects has been known to prove ruinous to society”. (The Hindu, September 17, 1947; in Mahatma Gandhi: The last 200 days. Ed V Ramaswamy, Kasturi & Sons Ltd, Chennai; 2003; p. 158) Also in (D.G. Tendulkar, Mahatma. Vol. VIII pp. 120-121)

	

	Bharat Ratna Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and RSS
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	Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar while visiting the RSS camp at Pune in 1939 observed that Swayamsevaks were moving in absolute equality and brotherhood without even caring to know the caste of others. In his address to the Swayamsevaks, he said that “This is the first time that I am visiting the camp of Sangh volunteers. I am happy to find absolute equality between Savarniyas (Upper caste) and Harijans (Lower caste) without any one being aware of such difference existing.” When he asked Hedgewar whether there were any untouchables in the camp, he replied that there are neither “touchables” nor “untouchables” but only Hindus.

	Dr. Ambedkar used to meet and be in touch with several members of the Sangh. Among others, he was especially close to Dattopant Thengadiji.

	He had told Dattopantji, “I know about the work and discipline of the Sangh. I am also pleased with your work. But the number of Shakhas you are running and the manner in which you are expanding the Shakhas is not suitable for me.”

	He had told Dattopantji that Sangh’s work will put his social movement back by several years and this was unacceptable to him.

	“I want to give this community some direction within my own lifetime. I want to fight not just the system of varna, through which we are abused regularly. I also don’t want us to fall prey to religions born outside the country.”

	This is a conversation that Ambedkarji had with Dattopantji that he has mentioned in his book titled ‘Babasaheb Ambedkar’.

	

	Jayaprakash Narayan on RSS
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	RSS has been the most maligned and most misunderstood organization in India. Its most critics have developed extremely prejudicial views against it mainly from the motivated false propaganda. One such person was Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayana (JP) who had started off with a strong prejudice against RSS in the forties. But his contacts with RSS workers and leaders made him understand RSS in a positive way, and he started appreciating its work and ideology. He was very much impressed when he found during Bihar famine of 1966 that, for relief work, RSS workers collected the most, spent the least on collection and distributed the collections the best. After that his contacts with RSS grew and his misconceptions disappeared.

	After the emergency, on Nov. 3, 1977, JP addressed a huge RSS training camp in Patna. Following are some excerpts from his speech:

	“...RSS is a revolutionary organisation. No other organisation in the country comes anywhere near it. It alone has the capacity to trans- form society, end casteism and wipe the tears from the eyes of the poor. Its very name is ‘Rashtriya’, that is national. I am not saying this to flatter you. I believe you have a historic role to play... I have great expectations from this revolutionary organisation which has taken up the challenge of creating a new India. I have welcomed your venture wholeheartedly. Sometimes I have offered you my advice and have even criticised you, but that was as a friend... There is no other organisation in the country which can match you... The RSS should think over this: how to bring about economic transformation? How to trans- form the villages? All our leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, have worked for it. You have included Mahatma Gandhi also in your morning prayers and he is indeed worth remembering every morning. This is very good thing you have done. If he had lived a little longer he would have guided us a little more to remove untouchability and other evils from the Hindu society. But the way is clear now and I think that more than myself you can undertake this mission because you are more competent to do it. You think and deliberate upon the various aspects of our traditions, our culture and Dharma constantly.”

	“This society, its glorious history and the heritage of our forefathers, the sacrifices of the builders of this country and their achievements and the freedom that we have won - you are the inheritors of it all and it is for you to make the best use of it... Your word has far reaching effect. There is the force of spiritualism and thousands of years of our ancient culture at your back. You are also in the forefront of the transformation that is taking place before our very eyes. The results of this change are also at your disposal... I commend to you the ideals of service, renuncition, sacrifice. I have no doubt that you are already imbued with these ideals and are of self-sacrificing nature and noble conduct. Here is the arena of a vast country open to you. You can accomplish a lot. May God give you strength and may you live up to such expectations.”

	

	Muthuramalinga Thevar with Guruji Golwalkar
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	Parama Poojaneeya Guruji Golwalkar’s (2nd Sarsanghachalak of RSS) 51st Birthday was celebrated throughout the country in the year 1956. It was celebrated in Tamilnadu also with festivity. In this connection, a Reception committee, consisting of Mill owners, Advocates, Businessmen, Doctors, Educationists and important people representing various other fields in Madurai was formed.

	As a part of the celebrations, a public meeting was organized at Madurai in the prestigious ground of Tilak Square. The highly respected leader Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar presided over the meeting. When Shri Guruji and Shri Muthuramalinga Thevar came to the dais, thousands of people who came to witness the celebrations, raised slogans enthusiastically. More than 50 organisations garlanded Shri Guruji. A purse containing Rs.54,050/- collected from Kerala and Tamilnadu was presented to Shri Guruji as Samarpan Nidhi.

	Speaking on the occasion, Shri Muthuramalinga Thevar highlighted the deplorable condition of the Hindus and the need to strengthen the Hindu society. He also emphatically said that his political views and the views of RSS are in harmony with each other. Hindu society will not become extinct as long as there is selfless leadership like respected Guruji and Swayamsevaks of RSS.

	Shri Dakshinamoorthy, Secretary of RSS, Tamilnadu, Shri Ethirajulu, Secretary, Madras City, eminent Advocate Shri. V. Rajagopalachari and many important personalities were present in the function.

	

	Dr. APJ. Abdul Kalam offered tributes to RSS Founder Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar at ‘Smruti Mandir’ Nagpur
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	Senior scientist and Former President of India Dr. APJ. Abdul Kalam visited RSS headquarters near Reshimbagh Nagpur and offered tributes to RSS Founder Dr Keshav Baliram Hedgewar at ‘Smruti Mandir’ Nagpur.

	Vijnan Bharati’s National Organising secretary Jayakumar (Now Visesha Samparkka Pramukh, Dakshin Kshetra), Paschim Khetra Pracharak Ravindra Joshi (now Akhila Bharat Saha Kutumbha Prabodhan Pramumukh) and other senior functionaries were present during Dr. Kalam’s visit.

	

	Dr. Hedgewar a great son of Mother India: Pranab Mukherjee
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	Before moving to the much-awaited concluding ceremony of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) ‘Tritiya Varsha Sangh Shiksha Varg’, former President Pranab Mukherjee marked his presence at the birthplace of RSS founder Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, situated in Mahal area of Nagpur.

	On his arrival, Dr. Mukherjee was greeted by Sarsanghchalak Dr. Mohan Bhagwat with a flower bouquet. On this occasion senior RSS functionaries were present.

	During this short visit, Bhagwat briefed Mukherjee about the historical significance of the place from where the legendary Dr. Hedgewar had conceived the idea of RSS, the 93-year-old world’s biggest non- governmental organization. At this very place, Dr. Hedgewar along with his 17 colleagues resolved on the auspicious occasion of Vijayadashami in 1925 to unite the Hindu society.

	On this occasion, hailing the contribution of RSS founder Pranab described Dr. Hedgewar as a “great son of Mother India”. “Today I came here to pay my respect and homage to a great son of Mother India,” he wrote in a visitor’s book at Hedgewar’s birthplace.

	Later, the former President along with RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat offered floral tributes to memorials of Dr. Hedgewar and Madhav Sadashiv Golvalkar popularly known as ‘Guruji’, the second Sarsanghchalak at Smriti Mandir in Reshimbhag premise.

	

	What happened when Khushwant Singh (An Eminent Journalist) met RSS leader MS. Golwalkar?
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	There are some people against whom you build up malice without knowing them. Guru Golwalkar had long been at the top of my hate list because I could not forget the RSS’s role in communal riots, the assassination of the Mahatma, the talk of changing India from a secular to a Hindu state! However, as a journalist, I could not resist the chance of meeting him.

	I expected to run into a cordon of uniformed swayamsevaks. There are none, not even plainclothes CID to take down the number of my car. It is a middle-class apartment with an appearance of puja going on inside - rows of sandals outside, fragrance of agarbatti, bustle of women behind the scenes, the tinkle of utensils and crockery. In a small room sit a dozen men in spotless white kurtas and dhotis - all looking newly washed as only Maharashtrian Brahmins manage to do.

	And Guru Golwalkar - a frail man in his mid-sixties, black hair curling to his shoulders, a moustache covering his mouth, a wispy grey beard dangling down his chin. An unerasable smile and dark eyes twinkling through his bifocals. He looks like an Indian Ho Chi Minh. For a man who had only recently undergone surgery for breast cancer he looks remarkably fit and cheerful.

	***

	Being a guru, I feel he may expect a chela-like obeisance.

	He does not give me a chance. As I bend to touch his feet he grasps my hand in his bony fingers and pulls me down on the seat beside him. “I am very glad to meet you,” he says. “I have been wanting to do so for some time.” His Hindi is very shuddh.

	“Me too,” I reply clumsily. “Ever since I read your Bunch of Letters.”

	“Bunch of Thoughts,” he corrects me. He does not want to know my views on it. He takes one of my hands in his and pats it. “So?” he looks enquiringly at me.

	“I don’t know where to begin. I am told you shun publicity and your organisation is secret.”

	“It is true we do not seek publicity but there is nothing secret about us. Ask me anything you want to.”

	“I read about your movement in Jack Curran’s The RSS and Hindu Militarism. He says...”

	“It is a biased account,” interrupts Guruji. “Unfair, inaccurate – he misquoted me and many others. There is no militarism in our movement. We value discipline - which is a different matter.” I tell him that I had read an article describing Curran as the head of CIA operations in Europe and Africa. “I would never have suspected it,” I say very naively, “I have known him for twenty years.”

	Guruji beams a smile at me. “This doesn’t surprise me at all,” he I do not know whether the remark is a comment on Curran being CIA or my naivete.

	“There is one thing which bothers me about the RSS. If you permit me, I will put it as bluntly as I can.”

	“Go ahead!”

	***

	“It is your attitude towards the minorities, particularly the Christians and the Muslims.”

	“We have nothing against the Christians except their methods of gaining converts. When they give medicines to the sick or bread to the hungry, they should not exploit the situation by propagating their religion to those people. I am glad there is a move to make the Indian churches autonomous and independent of Rome.”

	“What about the Muslims?”

	“What about them?”

	I have no doubt in my mind that the dual loyalties that many Muslims have towards both India and Pakistan is due to historical factors for which Hindus are as much to blame as they. It also stems from a feeling of insecurity that they have been made to suffer since Partition. In any case, one cannot hold the entire community responsible for the wrongs of a few.

	“Guruji, there are six crore Indian Muslims here with us.” I get eloquent. “We cannot eliminate them, we cannot drive them out, we cannot convert them. This is their home. We must reassure them make them feel wanted. Let us win them over with love. This should be an article of -”

	***

	“I would reverse the order,” he interrupts. “As a matter of fact I would say the only right policy towards Muslims is to win their loyalty by love.”

	I am startled. Is he playing with words? Or does he really mean what he says? He qualifies his statement: “A delegation of the Jamaat- i-Islami came to see me. I told them that Muslims must forget that they ruled India. They should not look upon foreign Muslim countries as their homeland. They must join the mainstream of Indianism.”

	“How?”

	“We should explain things to them. Sometimes one feels angry with Muslims for what they do, but then Hindu blood never harbours ill will for very long. Time is a great healer. I am an optimist and feel that Hinduism and Islam will learn to live with each other.”

	Tea is served. Guruji’s glass mug provides a diversion. I ask him why he doesn’t drink the beverage out of porcelain like the rest of us. He smiles. “I have always taken it in this mug, I take it with me wherever I go.” His closest companion, Dr Thatte, who has dedicated his life to the RSS, explains: “Porcelain wears off and exposes the clay beneath. Clay can harbour germs.”

	I return to my theme.

	“Why do you pin your faith on religion when most of the world is turning irreligious and agnostic?”

	“Hinduism is on firm ground because it has no dogma. It has had agnostics before; it will survive the wave of irreligiousness better than any other religious system.”

	“How can you say that? The evidence is the other way. The only religions which are standing firm and even increasing their hold on the people are based on dogma - Catholicism, and more than Catholicism, Islam.”

	“It is a passing phase. Agnosticism will overtake them; it will not overtake Hinduism. Ours is not a religion in the dictionary sense of the word; it is dharma, a way of life. Hinduism will take agnosticism in its stride.”

	I have taken more than half an hour of Guruji’s time. He shows no sign of impatience. When I ask for leave, he again grasps my hands to prevent me from touching his feet.

	Was I impressed? I admit I was. He did not try to persuade me to his point of view. He made me feel that he was open to persuasion. I accepted his invitation to visit him in Nagpur and see things for myself. Maybe I can bring him around to making Hindu-Muslim unity the main aim of his RSS. Or am I being a simple-minded Sardarji?

	

	Salute the RSS and its Founder: Cho S.Ramaswamy, Editor, Tughlaq
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	I do not know much about Dr. Hedgewar. I have started studying his life only now. But I know persons belonging to RSS. I know shri Balasaheb Deoras, Shri H.V. Seshadri, Shri Rama Gopalan, Shri V. Rangaswamy Thevar, Shri R. Annamalai and others of the RSS. And I can say that today RSS is the only organization inculcating patriotism in a systematic manner in our country, while every political party keeps harping on several brands of ‘socialism’ with an eye on votes.

	Those in the RSS do not simply preach patriotism; they practice it. I am amazed at their complete seleflessness. I have met workers of political parties craving for sundry personal gain or at the least, seeking recognition. But not so the RSS workers.

	Not only that. Highly qualified youngsters come out as RSS workers, sacrificing their all, braving every kind of risk. There are MAS, Engineering graduates, even Doctorate holders who have brushed aside highly lucrative careers to devote themselves to Sangh work; this phenomenon is unique to RSS. Out of sheer curiosity, I asked some RSS workers: “How is it that you, and you alone, are able to do such a thing? And how is it that workers of other organizations cannot do likewise?” They give the credit for this to the kind of training that they receive in RSS. But every other organization gives training as well; the difference is the inspiration to sacrifice everything in the service of the country.

	The fact simply is this: even today there are millions upon millions in this country ready to offer themselves in the service of the country, prepared to go through fire for the sake of the cause, as is evident in RSS. And it is a land of such good and noble souls that is sought to be degraded by the tribe of politicians in a planned manner. If only everyone in this country could be imbued with that uncompromising patriotism of the RSS, no country in the world would be a match for us.

	Political parties in Tamilnadu thrive on the slogan of ‘self-respect’. But their leaders lack self-respect and so indulge in disgraceful acts, including disrobing - inside the Assembly. One has only to compare and contrast this with the rock-like self-respect and self-confidence of the RSS men. When I ask them: ‘When do you hope to achieve your aim? How long will it take for the completion of social transformation as per your vision?’, they tell me: ‘Even if it takes 50 years from now, we are prepared to work for it’. While political parties are busy in the rat race to capture Municipalities, Assemblies and Parliament in the elections round the corner, here is RSS with its eyes set on its goal, with a fifty-year time-frame, forging ahead with the firm belief: ‘We shall see to it that the nation is transformed completely.’ I can only admire these Himalayan heights. But personally, I am helpless. I cannot join RSS, as I do not possess the required discipline. The sense of discipline of the RSS men is something tremendous. By comparing the heights reached by RSS men and contrasting these with the prevalent situation, I derive a satisfaction.

	Some years ago, I visited an RSS training camp in Salem. There was absolutely no caste distinction there. This is the only organization without casteism. See what goes on in Tamilnadu. Every now and then posters appear, announcing the gratitude of this caste association or that, for having been favoured with some crumbs of office. This is the handi-work of political parties. People are so much after caste. But, has any one heard of RSS indulging in such things? In the RSS no one asks you your caste. I look upon RSS with great respect because of its large-heartedness in this respect.

	Some people think that it is against secularism to support RSS. But do they mean that taking pride in identifying oneself as a Hindu, is against secularism? It is absurd. I am very proud to call myself Hindu.

	The Hindu heart embraces not only the entire humanity; it encompasses all creation. He prays for the well-being of not only humans but also the bipeds, the quadrupeds, the birds, the plant life. That is what our Mantras contain. The Hindu never prays for his own sake. He prays for the welfare of mankind, for the good of all living beings. If a person belonging to such a great religion, has to feel ashamed of calling himself a Hindu, in order to sound secular, then it is not secularism; it is sheer hypocrisy and nothing else. But on the other hand, it is not necessary to think low of the adherents of other faiths. I know RSS subscribes to all these ideas. When such is the case, some people talk ill of RSS as though it is anti-national. They try to tarnish the image of this organization which inculcates patriotism, which aims at making Bharat the world leader. This is highly objectionable. Then there are some, who openly criticize RSS without rhyme or reason, but are staunch supporters of RSS in private!

	I bow in reverence to the great founder of such a great organization. He was a seer, thinker and able organizer, all in one.

	

	Advaita Kala, screen writer and columnist
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	It was at two Lutyen’s Delhi parties that my interactions with the RSS came full circle for me. Let me begin with the second one, from just a few weeks ago, an acquaintance sidled up to me and asked with some curiosity about the book I was writing on the Sangh (it had been reported in some newspaper). I confirmed the news. That was when the interest turned to incredulity tinged with a need for confidentiality, closing in on me, the person leaned in and asked, “I know you can’t speak about the book... but how did you get involved with them’?”. It’s not the first time, I have been “assaulted” by this curiosity, the underlining judgment and even censure. I could have spoken of the book if the person had asked, the Sangh is not a ‘secret society’, and I am no person with a secret password. Furthermore, I didn’t know if the latter part of the query was an analysis of me or the RSS. I think it was of both. I have lived in a few countries, in the Bible Belt (Southern USA), in a Muslim majority country and a Buddhist majority country. I have been a minority because of the colour of my skin. But never have I felt so singled out, so identified by a colour, ‘saffron’ as I have in my own country. A news article spoke of a festival participated in, and the headline shouted ‘saffron artists’ - it was amusing because there was no talk of colour palates or ideology at the festival!

	The other Lutyen’s party came earlier in my interactions with the Sangh. I was in the midst of self-identified liberals and contributed to a conversation on Dinanath Batra, someone I had recently spoken to for an article, and felt qualified to speak on since no one else there had ever met him except through news reports. I was not taking sides but mentioned his long association with the teaching profession and some very practical and implementable ideas he had for improving the quality of teaching in government schools. Familiar with the public school system in the US, I thought his ideas would make a difference in bringing government schools to the level of private schools. One liberal started shouting at me, in the midst of the party. I was appalled by the lack of courtesy but more so because I had taken a far more adversarial approach when I had spoken to Dinanath Batra and had only received polite and engaged responses. It pushed me into asking, just who was the liberal? My interactions in the process of writing my book have been diverse and in depth. I have travelled across the country, to Kerala, Nagpur, Chhattisgarh and so on, I have arranged meetings with young pracharaks, who have no cell phone, reminding me once again how much easier it is to find/meet someone for the first time in unusual places when one can keep exchanging location information. And I have introduced older ones to friends from different walks of life who never quite understand how one can dedicate their whole life to the country with no reward or power in return.

	The RSS is not a monolith, in its individuals I have found a diversity of interests and nature. Yes, there is an underlying selflessness - a devotion to the country that unites them and prompts them to action. Rarely if ever has religion been discussed, I find this type of identity politics discussed too often amongst the ‘intellectuals’ who ostensibly seek to unite by only speaking of divisions and what separate us. In the Sangh, what is spoken of most is the country, that concern sometimes leads some to opposing viewpoints, it is not unusual. There is no diktat to think one way or the other. There is great freedom in thinking differently, alternatively even. But it is done with respect, not for one upmanship but to clarify, especially when other priorities overwhelm.

	And there is humour. Where else will you experience the instant familial affinity that prompts you to offer someone as senior and respected as Dattaji a lift in your little car because the car meant for him has been mistakenly taken by others, and another is yet to be arranged? In which organisation would the senior most attendee at an event when facing such a situation respond to it with humour and patience? Even accepting a humble lift only to be informed (just in time) that the “odd even” scheme excludes lone women drivers but applies in full measure to a car with more than one passenger! These human interactions, this lack of artifice, are what endear the Sangh to someone like me who has travelled this path of high personages and observed them closely. It is this humanity and humility that is the essence of the Sangh and its ability to embrace diversity in different ways, no matter who you are. For there is but one faith and it makes us all equal and that is the love for the nation - Bharat Mata.

	

	Ratan Tata meets RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat in Nagpur
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	Industrialist Ratan Tata met RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat at Nagpur, the organisation’s headquarters on 18th April 2019. This visit was Tata’s second visit to the RSS HQ, the last being on December 28, 2016. It was a courtesy call by Tata. In August last year, Tata shared stage with Bhagwat at an event in Mumbai to mark the birth centenary of late RSS leader Nana Palkar. Tata was the chief guest at the event. In his speech then, Bhagwat had lauded the Tata Group, saying its focus has always been on the use of wealth for betterment of society and not on creation of personal wealth.

	

	Extracts from the Speech of Azim Premji at Rashtriya Sewa Sangam:

	[image: A person with white hair and mustache

Description automatically generated]

	Ladies and Gentlemen, Namaste

	Everyone present at this meeting is present here because we all share a belief that we must work together for a better India. I understand that most of you here today are already working towards translating this belief into a reality with your hard work in the field, and that many of you have dedicated your entire life to this cause.

	It is a great privilege to be invited to speak on this occasion and a pleasure to be here amongst people who are not only dreaming of a better India but are actually dedicating their lives to it.

	I must share with you how I happen to be here with you today. It was Mohan Bhagwatji who honored me by inviting me to speak on this occasion. However, some people expressed apprehension about my participating in this function. They felt that by addressing a forum like this I would be seen as endorsing the ideology of the Sangha. I did not follow their advice because:

	Firstly, I am not a political person. I am however deeply interested in and concerned about my country. So I see no issue in speaking at an occasion where people have gathered to discuss how to contribute to the country. Also, I believe that merely speaking at a particular forum does not in any way mean that one endorses all, or any, of the views that might be expressed at the forum, or which may be held by the organizers.

	Secondly, while I myself may not know many of you here, some of my colleagues do know some of you and, more importantly are acquainted with the good work being done by many present here for the genuine betterment of our country, and I did not want to miss this opportunity of speaking with you.

	Thirdly, and most importantly, after having met Mohanji, I realized how many people like you all over India, were dedicating their lives to the genuine upliftment of our country, with deep commitment to their work. And I thought, all those working towards a better India, should attempt to join hands where they can. And if there are differences of views or divergence of ideas they can only be resolved through discussion and dialogue. That is why I am here with you today at this very large gathering of dedicated people. When I speak of a better India, I visualize the India envisioned in our Constitution, an India which is just, equitable, humane and sustainable. Such an India must be not only economically strong to be able to provide to all its citizens with shelter, nutrition, access to basic health and education, but at the same time it must be an India with great heart, which treats all living entities - human beings and nature - with care and compassion. If we are to become a great country, and realize the vision of our constitution, we need to work on many fronts.

	I would like to thank you once again and to reiterate what an honour it has been for me to be able to address so many good people doing so much good work with such great social purpose. You indeed form a part of vibrant civil society of India, so essential in any great nation. Let us hope that our country awakens, and that we all together bring to reality the great India envisioned in our constitution.

	Thank you and Jai Hind

	- Azim Premji, New Delhi April 05, 2015

	

	Don’t believe in ideological untouchability: Kailash Satyarthi on attending RSS event
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	Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi defended attending an Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) event held in Nagpur (2018), saying he didn’t believe in “ideological untouchability”.

	He also praised the Hindutva organisation for its “immense contribution” to the society.

	Satyarthi said he would attend events organised even by the outfits affiliated to the Sangh, the ideological mentor of the Bhartiya Janata Party, if invited because his ultimate aim is to make India safer for children, and he believes that Sangh is capable of doing so.

	Satyarthi had attended the Vijayadashmi rally of the RSS, which was addressed by its chief Mohan Bhagwat, as the chief guest in Nagpur on October 18.

	On the occasion, he had said RSS shakhas (branches), situated in almost all villages in the country, can serve as a firewall to protect children, especially girls.

	“The contribution made by this vast, disciplined and cadre-based organisation to the society is quite huge which cannot be denied or ignored.”

	“This countrywide, cadre-based and one of the most disciplined organisations has, undoubtedly, made immense contribution to the society. So there was no question of any rethink over the invitation received from them (to attend the rally as the chief guest),” Satyarthi told PTI here Thursday.

	He was in the city to attend the The Economist India Summit 2018.

	Satyarthi said he felt “satisfied” after attending the Sangh event.

	“Healthy discussion and debate is the backbone of a functional democracy. I feel satisfied after attending the event and if invited again, even by affiliated outfits of Sangh, I would attend such events. My ultimate aim is to make India safer for children and this outfit has capability to do so,” he said.

	The 64-year-old child rights activist had won the Nobel peace prize in 2014 for his Gandhian way of struggle against the exploitation of children.

	Citing data of National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), he said, “Eight children go missing every hour in our country, while four children are sexually harassed and two raped every hour.

	“If this vast organisation (RSS) takes up and carry forward the issue of upliftment of our children with utmost priority, then it will be far better not only for the children and country but also for the wider acceptability of the organisation,” he said.

	Satyarthi said swayamsevaks of Sangh have displayed their desire to work against the child labour. “I am hoping for a positive outcome in this regard,” he said.

	However, he also added that though RSS is well-equipped to do service for the cause of children, it is not the only organisation to do so.

	Satyarthi said “I do politics to protect the interests of the future generations”.

	“Actually, I don’t believe in ideological, religious or caste untouchability. I strongly believe that if you have to have a vibrant democracy, build a responsible society and citizenship, build a strong nation and economy, then you cannot remain divided in your own silos, in your own shells, in your own chambers. You cannot create walls,” he said.

	Referring to India’s history, Satyarthi underlined the need for a dialogue and debate on various issues.

	“Now, unfortunately, we are creating more and more walls in our society. So, for accepting this invitation to RSS, I felt quite happy and satisfied. Because first of all they were open to invite me. I went there with my agenda. They had their agenda,” he added.

	He said the entire world had one agenda “of protecting one generation” that would later take care of the future ones.

	Satyarthi said he appealed to the RSS to work on five things: “to make India a self-reliant, passionate, safe and inclusive country where diversity is respected. (I asked them to) make the country proud of its culture and spirituality”.

	He suggested that places of worships of every religion as well as institutions belonging to different faiths and even naxalites and communists can come forward to protect children.

	“And RSS is very appropriate for this work,” he added.

	

	Firoz Bakht, grand nephew of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.
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	During the interactive exchange between the RSS ideologues and the Muslim intellectuals, the historic keynote address on November 3, 2016 at the Pusa Institute Guest House by Dr Krishna Gopal, in the presence of Dattatreya Hosabale and Indresh Kumar, was not only an eye-opener, poignant and but path breaking as well. 116 Muslim scholars, clerics and intellectuals from across the country were invited to open their hearts out and have a frank debate on how Muslims and RSS can share the common grounds despite revering their differences as India needs this confluence to lead the world. Attending some sessions of Shri Hosabale gave me a clear insight into the RSS psyche. According to Shri Hosabale, the RSS ABCD stands like this- ‘A’: Amity is better than animosity, ‘B’: Beninignity is better than barbarism, ‘C’: Compassion is better than cruelty and ‘D’: Dialogue is better than deadlock. In fact, the few RSS meetings this author has attended, he found the spirit same as stated here. Not one office bearer of the RSS spoke against Muslims.

	Being born and a resident of the old Delhi’s walled city Shahjahanabadi area of Ballimaran (a Muslim majority area), I grew up hearing a lot of diatribe and rant against the RSS and the Jana Sangh, that these establishments were after the jugular of the Muslims and that their sole agenda was the annihilation of the Muslims. I trusted the same. In 1967, it surprised Muslims of old Delhi, rather left them aghast when Anwar Dehlvi, a social worker and writer, chose to represent Jana Sangh from Jama Masjid area as a Metropolitan Councillor which he repeated in 1972 and remained till 1977. At that time Jana Sangh was considered to be an untouchable as far as Muslims were considered. He won the seat with a huge margin as Muslims voted him being a worthy candidate.

	As per the tainted picture projected by the so-called secularist media and leftists, the RSS, to the Muslim community, is a hardcore Hindu militant pro-Hindu and anti-Muslim socio-political outfit, vying to destroy and demolish their mosques the same way as the Babri Masjid, force them to follow the Shaivite traditions and Sanatam Dharma besides umpteen other allegations.

	My best understanding of the RSS comes through Prof Rakesh Sinha, Shri Indresh Kumar, and Shri Seshadri Chari. While conveying their views in the media on umpteen issues, they also try to build bridges by complying with unity in diversity. In their ideology they are committed, in their sincerity, they are unmatched and in their approach they are honest. So are the other RSS ideologues like, Shri Nandakumar and Shri Ram Madhav. Indresh Kumar maintains that Muslims are brothers and the RSS wants to treat them with equality.

	Quite interestingly, in 1934, it was in Wardha, Maharashtra that Hedgewar had met both Gandhi and Maulana Azad separately and both of whom wanted him to join the Congress. He refused. When Azad asked him to support Congress for nationalism and freedom struggle, he said that Congress was a political platform and he wanted to go in for cultural nationalism through his devoted swyamsevaks. When Azad asked him whether it was Hindutva that he termed cultural nationalism, Hedgewar stated that Hindutva had nothing to do with religion as it was an inclusive way of life taking all the Indians together. Enthused at that, Azad told Hedgewar that he too shared the same sentiments.

	Maulana Azad told Hedgewar how he coalesced with the endogenic creativity, the Vedantic vision of many parts of truth with the Islamic doctrines of Wahdat-e-Deen (unity of religion) and Sulah-e-Kul (uni- versal peace). Hedgewar appreciated and suggested Maulana to work with him separately as he couldn’t have worked with him in the Congress owing to some very sharp ideological differences. Azad remains a shining example of the fusion of the rationalist heritage of Islam and the compassionate heritage of India.

	I am reminded of the sad tragedy of the mid-air crash of the Saudi and Kazakh airplanes over Charkhi Dadri near Noida in which most people were the ones going for the Haj pilgrimage. In an exemplary act, philanthropic swayamsevaks lent a helping hand in relief activities where, interestingly, no Muslim organisation like the Jamat-e-Islami were there. Finally, the rider is that deadlock simply adds to confusion and contradiction. Dialogue is the most essential ingredient to create that space.

	(The writer is a social commentator, grandnephew of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.)

	

	K.T. Thomas
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	I was born as a Christian and am practising that religion, a regular church going Christian. My advantage is that I have also learnt many things about RSS. I developed admiration towards this organisation being a disciplined core of this country. As early as 1979, I came to know of many plus points of this organisation, when I was posted as Additional District Judge in Kozhikode, Kerala. The Principal District Judge then was AR Sreenivasan who was impeccably honest and his integrity and rectitude and also the judicial aloofness were unparallel. On top of all the discipline he followed in life was noteworthy. On his retirement, I took over his position as District Judge. Immediately after his retirement, he joined RSS. We used to converse with each other on many matters. Those occasions gave me the advantage of jettisoning many prejudices including the prejudice towards RSS. The smearing propaganda about RSS made by vested interests was eliminated from my mind. Eventually, I became an admirer of RSS.

	When objectivity is applied to the smearing propaganda that RSS was responsible for the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi it appeared to me to be unjust and uncharitable. I learned more about it. Of course, the mere fact that the assassin of Gandhiji happened to be a member of that organisation once upon a time cannot make a disciplined organisation responsible for the murder. I went through the judgment of Justice Khosla on Mahatma Gandhi assassination; the learned judge of Punjab, had completely exonerated RSS as having anything to do with Gandhiji’s assassination. Can the entire Sikh community be responsible for Mrs Gandhi’s assassination? So I believe, the smearing campaign must end in this country.

	I had an opportunity to travel with KS Sudarshanji, the former Sarsanghchalak of RSS, from Chennai to my hometown. His scholar- ship and insistence on simple living were amazing to me. I realised that simple living and high thinking are the hallmarks of the members of this unique organisation. They exchange Christmas cards quoting from a gospel of the Bible and a precept from Bhagavad Gita. That acquaintance gave me an opportunity to learn more about RSS.

	The best test I had in my life about this organisation was during the dark months of Emergency when Smt Indira Gandhi suspended some of the vital provisions of the Constitution. The nation was then veritably put under a dictatorship. Then the whole country was benumbed before the whip swished by Mrs Gandhi, the only nonpolitical organisation that worked fearlessly in the subterranean sector was RSS. The result was that the great country Bharat could get liberated from the pangs of dictatorship without total collapse of the nation. We owe very much to RSS for sacrificing many lives and many pleasures of life for the purpose of regaining what our leaders gained for this country, mainly the Fundamental Rights.

	In Article 19 of the Constitution, there is a catalogue of freedoms listed for Indian people. But every such freedom is restricted to the security of the nation. In Constitution, we are very insistent that priority should be given to the security of the nation because we have to live in the state. I find many instances of official activities, governmental and political, where security is given less prominence than vote bank. I am really disturbed. That is a matter on which the country should stand unanimous and uniform with strident voice and declare that we will not tolerate.

	The allegation against RSS of antiminority is a baseless propaganda. Il have realised, according to RSS, whatever religion you be- long to you should be an absolute patriot. Whichever faith you follow, their only insistence is that you should not have extra-territorial loyalties. I also realise, no one is entitled to tell somebody else that his religion is better than the other’s religion and therefore, he may abandon his religion to join the other. The multiplicity of religions is the gift of God to mankind since all religions have got weaknesses also. So different benefits are conferred on one religion to make all religions when put together to become beneficial to mankind. Besides, a country with composite culture as in India any particular religion’s faith is immaterial, your commitment and your patriotism should be given uppermost priority.

	I have a different concept of ‘minoritysm’. On many platforms, I received more brickbats than flowers on this aspect. Who is a minority in this country? Minority is discernible from Article 29 of the Constitution where any section of India can be a minority. It can be based on culture, script and language. Any section which suffers from any disadvantage, could be a minority provided they are numerically less. Faith- wise, minority is recognised only in Article 30 and that is only for one limited purpose - for running educational institutions without being overrun by the steamroller majority. If a person is able to read Article 29 first, as a student of Constitution, it does not envisage minority based on religion or faith. I was a member of 11 Judges bench of Supreme Court which first heard the TMA Pai case. The point of view emerged among the majority of the judges at that time was that the education envisaged in Article 30 should only be secular education, not professional education. Unfortunately, our bench could not complete the hearing and so the judgment could not be delivered. Many years after my retirement another bench was formed with 11 judges and the final verdict came that education in Article 30 is at any level. Fali S Nariman, in his autobiography, has observed that he regrets having advanced an argument in support of the proposition now upheld by the SC.

	In a secular republic, religion should not be one’s identity. Being an Indian should be the identity. TVR Shenoy congratulated Dr Zakir Hussian when he became the President saying that it was the victory for secularism. Dr Hussain said: “Secularism will be achieved only when you do not know my religion.” Another issue which RSS is always blamed for is Uniform Civil Code (UCC). The ideals envisioned by the architects of our Constitution are yet to be realised, mainly owing to the inability in enacting the UCC. The delay in bringing in the UCC is an insult to the founding fathers of the Constitution.

	(The writer is Retd Judge, Supreme Court of India and a Padma Bhushan awardee.)

	

	Mohan Parasaran wants RSS strength to grow manifold
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	“Today more and more youngsters are willing to associate themselves with RSS” said Mohan 20 Parasaran, Senior Advocate of Supreme Court, while presiding over the South Chennai Jilla Guru Puja function on August 3, 2014.

	“Today is the auspicious day of ‘Aadi Perrukku’, being a day when River Cauvery flows to her brim and Hindus worship her. Similarly, RSS should multiply its strength manifold, because it is a belief that whatever work is done today gives multiplied results”.

	“Because of wrong perception there may be some misconceptions of the activities of RSS. In my own experience, I have seen the dedicated service of the great and eminent people of RSS during pre-independence and also in post-independence days. This is because of Samarpana Bhava before Bhagwa Dhwaj. Bhagwa Dhwaj being saffron in colour denotes renunciation and sacrifice. Saffron represents the culture of our country. The colour of fire in Yagnas is also saffron... We need to strengthen the organisation.”

	

	A patriotic and principled leader (Sri Mohan Bhagwat) visits Sankara Nethralaya - Dr. S.S. Badrinath
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	As part of his efforts towards instilling the values of patriotism, team spirit and a service orientation among the employees Dr. SS. Badrinath had organized for the visit and guest lecture of a towering leader whose movement had these as its core values, the man was Shri Mohan Madhukar Bhagwat, Sarsanghachalak (Supreme Chief), Rashtrya Swayamsevak Sangh. The proceedings at the packed to capacity Sri. VD. Swami Auditorium on the 21st of August 2013 started aptly with a patriotic song rendered in Rag Desh considered an intensely patriotic Raga by Dr. Vandana. Thanking the guest speaker for his presence and extending him a warm welcome on behalf of Sankara Nethralaya, Chairman Emeritus Dr. SS. Badrinath remarked in jest that it was perhaps the nature of the rather basic questions posed by him to Shri Bhagwat almost 4 years ago that prompted him to make a visit to Sankara Nethralaya and put things in the right perspective. He recalled with gratitude the association of leading lights of the RSS movement like Shri Kasinathan, Shri. H.V. Seshadri and Shri. Sudharshan with the Sankara Nethralaya and their contribution to its growth, highlighting that it was Shri. Shivaramji Joglekar a committed member of the RSS who played a critical role in educating the people of the region on the need for eye donation and created awareness on the same and how the seed sowed by him went on to mature as the CU Shah Eye Bank.

	Delivering the guest lecture Shri. Mohan Bhagwat observed that his visit and interaction with the members of Sankara Nethralaya was a part of his larger initiative of travelling and meeting the people of Bharath. Members of the Sankara Nethralaya family were highly impressed to note that the Chief of one of the most well-knit, organized and disciplined movements was underlining that the need of the hour was ‘Sajjan Shakthi’ or the need to inform, educate and communicate which would translate into better communication and networking among leaders who were doing good work in their own areas, the very same qualities that their Chairman Emeritus had been strongly advocating and emphasizing as the mantra for the institution’s growth and success in his recent meetings and interactions.

	Touching upon a variety of topics from women empowerment, total prohibition and answering questions from the audience Shri Mohan Bhagwat underlined the basic point that the word ‘Hindu’ stood for Universal thought and an inclusive culture which embraced and respected many differing views, and it was not really a religion as it was commonly understood. Recalling Swami Vivekananda’s clarion call for the coming together of the Science of the West and Indian Spiritualism as the need of the hour the leader appealed that it was the right time for Bharath to stand up and show the way to the world going through turbulent and confused times. He observed that the role of the RSS was not to impose any particular ideology or faith on its cadre but to create bold and just men and women of upright moral values and high caliber who would in turn take the right and well-informed decisions and lead their teams in the right way in whichever office or role they occupied. The spirited speech came to an end with his positive note that the number of nationalists far outnumbered the extremists and hence we should face and overcome the threat of terrorism boldly. (As appeared in ‘Omlog’ on August 24, 2013 - a blog of Sri Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai).

	

	Arif Mohd. Khan
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	As I sit penning an article on the occasion of the completion of 90 years of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), first of all, I recall what Maula Ali had said once, “Generally, people are against something that they do not know.” I think this is the problem of the people outside the Sangh, including me, that they are not directly familiar with this organisation.

	I got the first opportunity to come in direct contact with the people associated with the RSS and stay, share food, and hold discussions Khan with them for around 18 months in 1975 when all of us were imprisoned during the Emergency. During this period, I spent almost 6 months in the Aligarh jail and after being transferred from there, I spent about one year in the Lucknow jail. It is said that if a person has been your neighbour, or you have had financial transactions with him or travelled on long-duration trips with him, you can form a right opinion about the nature and character of the person. From my experience, it also applies to those who have spent some time. In detention.

	About the Sangh, I had the same assumptions as held by its critics. But, by nature, I’m not afraid of the people holding a view contrary to mine. It was a compulsion to stay in the same barrack, but I used to take part in the weekly meetings organised by Sangh companions, particularly the intellectual congregation, which used to be addressed by a speaker on a different theme each time. Apart from Swayamsevaks, other people were also invited to talk. I was invited to speak in such assemblies many a times. These gatherings were not only useful in spending time, but they also provided with an opportunity for intellectual churning.

	I was president of the students’ union at the Aligarh Muslim University and prior to that, I had won all the prizes including gold medals in the debate competitions. Coming from this background, I used to put several questions to my Sangh buddies. I have no hesitation in saying that instead of getting excited or provoked, they would try to provide me satisfactory answers. Even more heartening was the fact that these debates had absolutely no effect on the sweetness of the relations that we shared at the personal level. Particularly in Aligarh, I used to take my share of the cuisine coming from the homes of my Sangh mates.

	The relationships that I formed with my Sangh peers in the jail got further matured and cemented in the successive years. This does not mean that our thoughts and ideologies became similar. But I had understood one thing, to a large extent: the differences lie more in the style of speech and vocabulary than in ideas and this is apparent from the statements of the leaders of RSS and inspired organisations.

	I was intrigued as to why the followers of a tradition that construes God as “Sarva-bhuta-mah (great Lord of all contingent heings)” and “Sarva-bhuta-stham” (situated in all beings) should talk of only one tradition. The Sanatan tradition, especially the Upanishads, see divinity manifest in every living and non-living thing; then how can those representing the tradition, decide their area of work on the basis of their religious faith.

	I had a lot of opportunities after 1980 when among Sangh leaders, I listened to the public speeches by Rajju Bhaiya, KS Sudarshan Ji, and Mohan Ji Bhagwat. I also had the opportunity to visit many RSS inspired organisations, very often as a speaker. I was also invited to speak at a public event held in Nagpur on the occasion of Sangh’s national training camp a few years ago. Based on these experiences, I can say that the word Hindu or Hindutva used by the Sangh, connotes the Indian (Bharatiya) way of life. With the same objective, when I use the word Bharatiyata, people of the Sangh do not object to it at all.

	I did not get the opportunity to listen to Shri Guruji Golwalkar but when I read an interview of him published in Organiser on August 26, 1972, it was a pleasant surprise. Though I hold a different opinion but the words that Sri Guru Ji chose to criticise those who advocate Uniform Civil Code (UCC) for the sake of bringing uniformity in India, reveal the deep faith of the Sangh in the pluralistic culture and tradition of India, which, of course is enough for removing several misconceptions spread about the Sangh.

	(The writer is a former Union Minister in the Rajiv Gandhi government, Now the Governor of Kerala.)

	

	Colonel Karan Kharb, Former Colonel at Indian Army and a well-known author
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	An anonymous caller first asked, “Are you Karan Kharb, the author of Crime Academy?” When I answered in the affirmative, he warned me of “dire consequences” for negatively commenting the Jat agitation in Haryana. “Clearly, you are an RSS man; you will soon repent for it,” and the caller hung up. What fuddled me, however, was not his warning and near abusive language but his calling me an ‘RSS man’ and the implied notion loaded in it. The canard spread by sections of media and the self-serving politics of appeasement in the country is such that whenever the critics fall short of argument, they throw in the RSS googly without ever pinpointing what is so sinful in this organisation. I am neither a member of RSS, nor that of BJP. Nor do I have any political ambitions.

	As an independent citizen of the country, however, whenever I have pointedly asked the critics to specify the ‘evils’ in RSS philosophy, they mentioned two: 1) Godse, the killer of Mahatma Gandhi, was an RSS man; 2) the ‘Hindu Rashtra’ agenda of RSS. Factually, the first allegation is provenly false that has been accepted by the Judiciary as well as by the Nehru led Congress Government as early as early fifties. The second - the concept of ‘Hindu Rashtra’ - is undoubtedly true! Now, even the Supreme Court has reiterated its earlier that “Hinduism is a way of life” that applies to people living in a geographical area sharing common heritage from history and culture. What does that imply if not India being a ‘Hindu Rashtra’ where followers of all religions, sects and castes have equal rights and obligations as citizens of a free nation?

	‘Secularism’ is in-built in Hinduism. The age-old dictum of universal fraternity - Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - is a solemn confirmation of that noble principle. India has been cradling of many faiths and religions that have thrived here in harmony with the existing Hindu culture and way of life. Within Hinduism itself there are diverse forms of rituals and yet rather than running in conflict such differences in ritualistic practices have been in absolute sync with the harmonious confluence of various beliefs and practices adding to common national pride.

	When RSS was founded in 1925 by KB Hedgewar, the primary aim was promotion of the concept of a United India based on an ideology that was rooted in its age-old culture of universal fraternity, solidarity and equality as one Nation. Today RSS is world’s largest voluntary organisation with many volunteers from Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains working shoulder to shoulder furthering common national Cause. In October 1947, Congress reposed so much trust in the RSS leadership that when Pakistan attacked Kashmir, Sardar Patel asked the RSS Sarsanghachalak, MS Golwalkar to persuade Maharaja Hari Singh to accede to India. The role of Swayamsevaks in rescue operations during natural calamities and disasters has been always laudatory.

	Many leaders of Congress have not shied from openly supporting the anti-national sloganeering and demonising Hindus by creating ghosts of a non-existent ‘Hindu militancy’. Without quoting a single example of conviction of any swayamsevak for involvement in anti-national or criminal activity, one of them has even gone to the extent of equating RSS with ISIS! Whereas nobody raised doubts at a ‘Pandit’ being sworn in as the first Prime Minister of the country and Gandhi being called a ‘Mahatma’ and ‘Bapu’ in those early days of Independence, today voices defying and decrying slogans like ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’ and ‘Vande Mataram’ that inspire citizens and foster national unity are becoming brazenly louder.

	Unfortunately, a deep-rooted conspiracy hatched by a section of the media and a segment of the Indian polity to destroy the moral fibre of this great Nation by rousing communal passion and destroying mutual trust among communities is clearly discernible. This sinister campaign has painted entities and concepts like “Hindutva’, “Rashtra’, ‘Bharat Mata’ and ‘RSS’ in such gory shades. All propaganda against Hindutva and RSS is designed to weaken the moral fibre of India as a Nation whereas even the SC’s interpretation of ‘Hinduism/Hindutva’ is no different from that of RSS. The public perception needs to be corrected by exposing the anti-Hindu, anti-RSS conspiracy through wider debates and sustained mass education programmes.

	

	David Frawley, Director, American Institute of Vedic Studies
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	My association with RSS goes back nearly thirty years now. In 1988, Dr. B.L. Vashta, my Ayurvedic teacher in Mumbai, introduced me to a Hindu social organisation that he was involved with. Strangely that morning I went to my suitcase and found that I only had a brown khaki shorts to wear, not knowing this was RSS dress. Naturally when I met the group everyone was sur- prised to see that I was dressed much like them. Some karma, no doubt.

	As I had already studied Sri Aurobindo and Swami Vivekananda for some years, I found RSS to be much like an extension of their line of Yoga-Vedanta into the social sphere. I gradually learned about RSS literature and read Guruji Golwalkar’s Bunch of Thoughts. I found Golwalkar’s work to provide a cogent view of India and reflect a similar inspiration to such as Aurobindo. Fortunately, I discovered RSS before encountering the massive propaganda against it. So, when I began to read anti-RSS statements in the media, I could not naively believe these. I also began writing on ancient history and wrote several books on the Myth of the Aryan Invasion. Soon I found myself called “the well-known fascist William Frawley,” by a major Indian weekly, merely for opposing the Aryan theory. This was strange for me to see as I was otherwise considered in the USA with my teaching of Yoga, Vedanta, natural healing and ecology to be a figure of the left. I quickly understood the distortions behind political discourse in India.

	Later I came to work with many RSS groups and met with many RSS leaders, notably Sarsanghchalak KS Sudarshan, with whom I had close connection with for a number of years. I was able visit and speak before many RSS groups throughout India. In addition, I developed a similar relationship with the VHP. My views of RSS as shown below reflect this long experience and are not second hand.

	RSS has probably been the most influential organisation shaping both India’s national thought and collective practice over the past century. What is most amazing about this fact is that RSS is a service organisation, not a political, academic or media body. RSS has been the main movement protecting India’s heritage, promoting its cultural ethos, and sustaining the strength of India’s society. It is a product of thinkers and workers from every region and profession in the country. It is the organisation that is most representative of India or Bharat as a whole, and most in touch with what is happening at a ground level on a daily basis down to the villages.

	RSS is based is Dharmic values embracing India’s millennial cultural traditions. Its way of operation is Karma Yoga in the tradition of the Bhagavad Gita, emphasising social service as a spiritual path. It emulates the great leaders, sages and thinkers of India going back to the Vedas up through the independence movement to modern gurus. RSS seeks the welfare of all people in the country, regardless of their ethnic, religious, financial or cultural background. For RSS action on the ground helping others is mo7re important than promoting any ideology. Self-discipline and character-building forms the core of its practices, encouraging selfless service not to convert others but to help others realise their own aspirations.

	A call for national unity and cultural revival marked India’s independence movement during the last century. Unfortunately, in post- Independence India politics slipped back into the divide and rule strategy of the British. It created vote banks based upon caste, region or religion, which compromised national unity and set one section of society against the other. This lack of national integration arose not from embracing India’s unifying cultural traditions but from bringing in the divisive views of western socialism and Marxism that failed in India just as they did everywhere else in the world. RSS has often been denigrated by these socialist and leftist groups in India. It has countered.

	Nehruvian socialism and its western looking political orientation with a Bharatiya point of view. Without the role of RSS as a countering force to communism in India, it is possible that India would have suffering the same cultural denigration as occurred in Communist China or the Soviet Union.

	RSS is a force of national and cultural unity for all of India. It has maintained this national purpose and orientation over the last ninety years and today is stronger than ever, undergoing new transformations and expansions in India for another century. It is not a shadow of the past but a light for the future, looking forward to a new century of national growth and development on both material and spiritual levels.

	

	Meet the Non-Hindus in the RSS

	Can you be a devout Muslim and a proud swayamsevak?

	What brings the minorities to the RSS? Why do they join the organisation, which many consider to be the antithesis of secular politics in India? What are their backgrounds? Is there something more to Hindu Nationalism than Hindutva, as perceived by many? And do religious and sexual minorities have an equal space in India’s most powerful socio-cultural organisation with unmatched political influence?

	To get answers to some of these questions, News18 spoke to several Muslims, Christians and Sikhs who work for the Sangh. The interviewees are from across the country and from all hues of the social spectrum-from spectrum from surgeons to farmers, academics to businessmen.

	While some minority members, like Lucknow’s Shabana Azmi, who likes to keep her association with RSS to herself, others, like Faiz Khan, publicly sing bhajans in praise of cows.

	All these interviewees are devout practitioners of their own faith but have no compunction in attending shakhas or singing Hindu prayers. While some joined the RSS because of their family’s association with one of its 25-plus affiliated organisations, many were inspired by the speeches of senior Sangh leaders.

	The profiles of these people reveal a lot about the organisation’s influence, which seems to be far greater than what is usually admitted by its detractors.

	

	Gulrej Sheikh, 34, dental surgeon, Ujjain
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	Sheikh, who joined RSS eight years ago, comes from a family of doctors. His father and two brothers are general surgeon, his wife is a general physician and sister a gynaecologist.

	This mild-mannered doctor becomes combative as soon as the issue of Ram Mandir is broached. “Why do you say that RSS demolished Babri Masjid? Was it proved in the court of law? I was not there when the mosque was demolished. Let’s forget the past and live in the present.

	And the “present”, according to Sheikh, cannot be conceived of without a Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. “In the interest of the country, Muslims should allow Ram Temple to be built on the disputed site and take it from me that RSS will facilitate construction of the grandest mosque on the other side of the Sarayu.”

	Sheikh was introduced to the RSS by his father, a member of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, tribal wing of the Sangh.

	“Whoever thinks about the country with an open mind cannot but get attracted to the RSS. I am not a special case. Ancestors of all Muslims in India were Hindus... it was Ram, not Babur. Just as all Europeans are Caucasians and all Africans are Black. When we realise this fact, we will all work for the betterment of the country.”

	Any downsides of working with RSS? “I get a lot of criticism from within the community. A lot of people say that I have been paid. But youngsters support me because they see the opportunity of serving the country in this.”

	Sheikh is Ujjain district in-charge of Rashtriya Muslim Manch (RMM), Muslim wing of the RSS, and claims to have brought scores of minority members in the Sangh fold. “I tell all Muslims that our community has suffered a lot due to the policy of appeasement and that we should unite with the RSS and demand equal opportunities instead of reservation.”

	None of this stops Sheikh from being a devout Muslim. “I am a practicing Muslim and keep fast during Ramzan. I break my fast at the Shakha, let there be no doubt about it.”

	

	Shabana Azmi, 38, teacher, Lucknow
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	Many friends and relatives don’t know that Shabana, a teacher of Arabic studies, joined RSS about a year ago. She is shy, but not apologetic, about her association with the Sangh.

	“It was a hush-hush affair. There was a lot of criticism from my family about it. Some close friends to whom I revealed my association with the Sangh, mocked me. But I told them to first get educated about their religion and the Prophet’s life.”

	Shabana joined Sangh after listening to a speech by the head of Awadh region of Rashtriya Muslim Manch. It was at an Urdu promotion event in Lucknow where she met Mahiraj Dhiraj Singh. “A simple man, clad in dhoti kurta, he spoke about the life and times of Prophet Mohammad. I hadn’t heard anyone, not even people from my own community, speak so eloquently about Islam. I was immediately impressed. As a practicing Muslim he had a huge impact on me.”

	She also witnessed RSS’s social work. “An Ajmer-bound bus from Lucknow had met with an accident. Swayamsevaks were the first to reach the spot. That’s the day I decided to join them to uplift the minorities in the country.”

	In just about a year, Azmi has been made Singh’s deputy. She is now the coordinator of RMM for the Awadh region. That’s because she has got many Muslim and Christian women enrolled in the Sangh.

	Azmi thinks the controversy over Ram Temple is totally unnecessary. “Muslims have never objected to Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. Only some with vested interests have been creating noise about it. If you speak to Muslims in person, you will find a huge support for the Mandir.”

	The 38-year-old teacher wants polygamy and triple talaaq to be abolished. “Triple talaq and polygamy are against the holy Quran. The clerics who support these practices are uninformed about their own religion. How can a married man think of marrying someone else? My Islam stands for equality.”

	

	GS Gill, 52, additional advocate general, Jaipur
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	Gill, who is now the national president of Rashtriya Sikh Sangat, the Sikh wing of RSS, used to be a ‘Leftist’ because of his work for labour rights. ‘Dissatisfied’ with the working style of the Left groups, he joined Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), workers’ union of the RSS.

	Gill says he was inspired to join BMS after listening to a speech by RSS ideologue Dattopant Thengadi, who not only founded BMS but also Swadeshi Jagaran Manch and Bharatiya Kisan Sangh, prominent arms of RSS which work for promotion of domestic economy and farmer rights, respectively.

	A senior lawyer, Gill wrote the constitution of Rashtriya Sikh Sangat after seeing the “manner in which the Sangh maintained close relations between Hindus and Sikhs” during the tense period after Operation Blue Star in 1984.

	He goes to shakhas with his son, though not regularly. The initial phase of his association with RSS caused some heartburn among his community members. “The NRI Sikhs and others who were not in Punjab used to call me the RSS man (like an outsider). But that has changed now. Community members know that if any help is required, I will be there.”

	There is no doubt in Gill’s mind when it comes to Ram Mandir. “Mandir wahi banana chahiye. Ram Bharat ke nayak hain. It is a question of faith. (Ram temple should be built right where the Babri Masjid was demolished. Ram is the national hero.)”

	

	Faiz Khan, 38, former professor, Raipur
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	Khan’s association with the Sangh is perhaps the least surprising thing about him. A fulltime cow devotee, he sings bhajans on the ‘holy cow’. Starting June 24, he will walk down from Laddakh to Kanyakumari, about 3,000 kilometres, to “create awareness” about the virtues of cow.

	The former political science lecturer says he doesn’t hold an official pracharak rank in the RSS but does all that he can to promote the organisation. Apart from spending most of his time travelling across the country to promote RSS, Khan has taken a vow to remain a bachelor.

	“I do three to nine days long gau gaatha programs in which I sing mythological tales on cow from Gita and Puranas. Most of the verses are in Awadhi and Sanskrit. People used to, and still do, get irritated by presence of a Muslim on a stage presenting a gau gaatha, but after listening to me for 5 minutes, everyone’s doubts melt away.”

	As a practicing Muslim, Khan keeps fast for all 30 days of Ramzan, but has no problem with the fact that Sangh Parivar leaders led the karsevaks who demolished Babri Mosque in 1992. “Absolutely not. Flow tha, ho gaya (It was a flow of anger in which Babri Masjid got washed away). RSS has never destroyed any place of worship.”

	Khan says Ram Mandir should be built on the disputed site because Ram is not only the “symbol of Indian civilisation” but also the “ancestor of all Indians, including Muslims”.

	Khan says practices such as triple talaaq are a “blot of shame” on the whole community. “There has been a policy of appeasement with Muslims since Independence, which needs to be corrected. Some people are trying to create a wedge by making the Muslims feel insecure. This is the work of select media houses. Among the thousands of Muslims in RSS, there is no doubt about the intentions of the Sangh.”

	

	CI Isaac, 65, retired professor, Kottayam, Kerala
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	The 65-year-old retired professor of history from Kottayam’s CMS College doesn’t see any conflict between being a Christian and an RSS leader. Isaac joined ABVP in 1975 and shakhas are as much a part of his routine as the Sunday mass at the neighbourhood church.

	“I was attracted to their commitment to national and social interest. I realised that they are more secular than those who claim to be secular. On one of the Sundays, an RSS man drove me to the Church for my prayers. My faith is not a problem for them.”

	Isaac says his wife has also become an active member of the Sangh. The couple uses spare time and social events in the community to talk about RSS. “I tell them the values that RSS stands for. I tell them that there is no difference between Christianity and Hinduism - we believe in the oneness of god.”

	Isaac feels that Ayodhya is the Mecca of Hindus and therefore strongly believes in construction of Ram Temple at the site, “Hindus cannot be denied their holy site.”

	Uniform Civil Code should be implemented in India, Isaac says, to guarantee “gender justice.”

	When asked about condition of minorities in today’s India, Isaac says, “I don’t like it when we are called minorities. We are all Indians. Why to create the divide of minority and majority. Rights are important and they should be ensured to all. At the same time, the nation brings us together and that is what matters.”

	

	Inayat Qureishi, 55, farmer, Indore

	[image: A person with a mustache and a turban

Description automatically generated]

	Qureishi speaks in poetic Hindi while recounting the day when the fifth Sarsanghchalak, KS. Sudarshan, visited his house.

	“It was an unforgettable moment when Sudarshanji visited our house in 2006. It was as if an elder from our own family had visited us after a long time. He ate food made in our kitchen and gave cooking tips to women in our family. These are the ethos of RSS and this is why I am a proud member of it.”

	Qureishi’s father, who had worked with the RSS for over 50 years, introduced him to the organisation. And Inayat has, in his turn, ensured that his son since the age of 15 has been attending the shakhas for the last eight years.

	At the same time, most of the members of the Qureishi family are Hajis, i.e., they’ve done their pilgrimage to Mecca. Inayat Qureishi also happens to have served in the advisory board of the local mosque committee.

	“There is nothing in Quran or Hadith that prevents us from attending shakhas. We know our religious texts very well. We offer prayer five times a day. And I know how much respect RSS has given us.”

	And it is because of his scholarship over the religious texts, Qureishi says, that he knows that a mosque can never be built on the disputed site in Ayodhya. “Islam forbids Muslims to build a mosque on any site where there is a religious dispute. This whole dispute has been going on because of internal politics. If the Muslim religious leaders actually know their religion, the dispute could be over in two minutes.”

	Directory of National Biography vol II - On RSS Founder Dr. Hedgewar.

	During the Silver Jubilee of Independence in 1972, a 4 volume Directory Of National Biography was brought out by Calcutta based Institute of historical research. Doctorji’s biography is found in Vol II.

	The project was sponsored by Union Education Ministry and several state governments. Editor SP Sen.

	Keshavrao Baliram Hedgewar, a patriot, seer, organizer and founder of the ‘R.S.S.’, was the youngest of the six children of Balirampant and Revatibai (Paithankar). He was born at Nagpur on 1 April 1889. He remained a bachelor.

	The Hedgewars were an orthodox Deshastha Brahmin family. Keshavrao imbibed this discipline and profound respect for Hindu traditions. Nagpur cherished memories of the old Bhonsla rulers and of the great Shivaji. They fostered in Keshavrao a love of freedom, intensified by the rising tempo of the political atmosphere since the partition of Bengal in 1905. Deliberately flouting the Risley Circular (1908), he courted rustication, studied in a ‘national’ school, passed the Matricu- lation examination of the National Council of Education, Bengal (1909), joined the National Medical College at Calcutta (1910) and took his L.M. & S. degree in 1914. Admitted in his College days among the revolutionaries of Bengal and the Punjab, he organized a centre at Nagpur (1916-19), after he returned there.

	He never practised as a doctor. He advocated full political freedom and devoted himself entirely to national work, irrespective of party affiliations, and was equally at home with the revolutionaries, the Congress and the Hindu Maha-sabha. He galvanized the youth of the region, participated in the Home Rule Campaign of Lokamanya Tilak in Vidarbha (February 1918), organized and commanded the Volunteer Corps at the Congress Session at Nagpur (1920), was arrested and gaoled for Satyagraha, both in 1921 and in 1931, carried the ‘Dindi’ Satyagraha (against ban on music before mosque) to success (1923), inspired the Hindus to face Muslim aggression with tact and courage (1927), and presided over the Hindu Yuvak Parishad (Poona, 1938). But his greatest achievement was the foundation of the ‘R.S.S.’ on the Vijayadashami day (27 September 1925).

	He had found that the people were hopelessly divided and that the methods tried till then for removing this greatest defect were unsuccessful. He realized that Indians lay prostrate before the foreign rulers mainly due to lack of unity and vitality and that they needed to be revived and reinvigorated with a militant spirit. A consciousness of the glorious past of India would revive their confidence and a sense of their bounden duty to regain its independence would help to develop their initiative. He asserted that the Hindus, as the majority community, had a special responsibility. They must develop a strong sense of unity and show a readiness to sacrifice their lives for the uplift and emancipation of India. This teaching has a life-long bearing, and he devised a novel type of organization which converted the whole country into a vast continuous and continuing school, harbouring a set of disciplined friendly groups unaffected by any legal or overformal regulations, self-dependent and auto financing. This he called the ‘R.S.S.’ or the ‘Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangha’, i.e. the National Volunteer Union-with all the implications that every one of the three words bear. No person or God but the impersonal Bhagawa Dhwaja (saffron-coloured flag) was the Guru or the preceptor; the members alone raised the needed funds from their own contributions in the form of gurudakshina and the command was vested in the ‘SarSangha-Chalaka’. This was his most memorable contribution to the national armoury of India, a nation-wide union of zealous citizens, whose inspiration would be spiritual and whose outlook would be patriotic, yet modern.

	The Sangha was started at Nagpur. The next centre was at Wardha. Slowly evolving its own technique and studiedly keeping aloof from party or sectional loyalties, the Sangha ploughed its lonely furrow and had to face misunderstanding and opposition, both from the people and from the Government. The CF. Government prohibited Government and District Council servants from joining the R.S.S. on the ground that it was communal and political (1932, 1933); but the Government was defeated on that issue by a cut (1885-1949) motion passed with a considerable majority in the C.P. Legislative Council (March 1934).

	Mahatma Gandhi paid a visit to a camp at Wardha (25 December 1934»), where, with many other admirable things, he discovered that untouchability was surprisingly absent.

	The Sangha spread its wings and gathered momentum as its branches were started in the Berars, C.P., Maharashtra, Delhi and the Punjab. It soon spread to U.P., Central India, Mahakoshal, Gujarat, Bihar and Karnataka, as the people realized that it was constructively striving to make the Hindu unconquerable by fostering in him the essential spirit of nationalism and social solidarity. The demands of this growing organization increased its problems and even the iron constitution of the founder began to feel the strain from 1932. Against medical advice, he took neither full treatment nor rest, and worked day and night even when in bed. He was in a hurry to educate his countrymen to deserve their freedom, whenever it came.

	To this end he sent a clarion call to the hearts of young men to unite in the service of the motherland, not with any limited end in view, but for the sake of building from within, the all-round strength an-d power that comes from organizing oneself for organization’s sake. He thus occupies a unique position among the nation-builders of India and no wonder is hailed as the idol of the young. He died of high blood-pressure on 21 Jane 1940, at a time when his guidance was needed and even sought every-where in the country, against the background of the Second World War.

	[Narayan Hari Palkar-Doctor Hedgewar (Charitra), Poona, 1960; V. R. Shende Param - pujya Dr. Hedgewar, Nagpur, 1942; Chitrav Shastri - Arvachin Charitra Kosh. Poona, 1947]

	D. V. Kale.

	(S. A. Madan)
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